
 

 



 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing that 

Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders, and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center aisle. 

Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and unloving. 

Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and further explore 

God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such “communion 

fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of our pastors. 
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The First Sunday in Advent 

November 30 & December 1, 2019 
 

Promises Made: God’s kingdom is coming. 

 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Please stand 

 

ADVENT GATHERING RITE 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

M: Lift up your heads, O you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

 

C: That the King of glory may come in. 

 

M: Who is this King of glory? 

 

C: The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. Psalm 24:7, 8 
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M: “Surely the day is coming; 

 

C: It will burn like a furnace. 

 

M: All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, 

 

C: And that day that is coming will set them on fire. 

 

M: But for you who revere my name, 

 

C: The sun of righeousness will rise with healing in its rays. 

 

M: Then you will trample down the wicked; 

 

C: They will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says 

the LORD Almighty. Malachi 4:1-3 

 

(sung) Ev’ry eye shall now behold him robed in glorious majesty; 

 Those who ridiculed and sold him, pierced and nailed him to the tree, 

 Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 

 Shall the true Messiah see.  
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M: Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? 

 

C: He who has clean hands and a pure heart. Psalm 24:3, 4a 

 

M: But it is written, “All have turned away, they have together become worthless; 

 

C: There is no one who does good, not even one.”  Romans 3:12 

 

M: Therefore, let us confess our sins. 

 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 

for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 

sinner. 

 

(sung) Those dear tokens of his passion still his dazzling body bears, 

 Cause of endless exultation to his ransomed worshipers. 

 With what wonder, with what wonder, with what wonder, 

 Gaze we on those glorious scars. 

 

M: If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation: the old has gone, the new has come! All this is 

from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting men’s sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are therefore 

Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on 

Christ’s behalf: be reconciled to God. God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in 

him we might become the righteousness of God.  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

 

 Therefore, in the name of Christ Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. 

 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

(sung) Yea, amen, let all adore you high on your eternal throne. 

 Ev’ry knee shall bow before you; come and take your people home! 

 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 You shall reign and you alone!   



pg. 6 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength and save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

 

Be seated 

 

THE WORD 

 

First Lesson Isaiah 2:1-5 

Because the day is coming, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

 This is what Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem: 

  In the last days the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be established 

   as chief among the mountains; 

   it will be raised above the hills, and all nations will stream to it. 

  Many peoples will come and say, 

  “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. 

   He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.” 

  The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

  He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples. 

  They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. 

  Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore. 

  Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD. 

 

Psalm of the Day (Saturday) Psalm 18  

Because the day is coming, let us take refuge in God our rock.  
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 The LORD is my rock, my fortress, and my deliverer; 

  my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge. 

 

 He reached down from on high and took hold of me; 

  he rescued me from my powerful enemy. 

 

 He brought me out into a spacious place; 

  he rescued me because he delighted in me.  

 

 Refrain 

 

 You, O LORD, keep my lamp burning; 

  my God turns my darkness into light. 

 

 You save the humble 

  but bring low those whose eyes are haughty. 

  

 You give me your shield of victory, 

  and your right hand sustains me. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 

 Refrain  

 

Response to the Word (Sunday) A Shoot Shall Come Forth 

Adult Choir by Richard Horn 

 

 A shoot shall come forth out of Jesse, and a bud shall grow out of his roots. 

 The spirit of life shall be with him, the spirit of wisdom and truth. 

 Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, 

 For the hand of a child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God.  
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 From out of the wells of salvation will he draw us the water of life; 

 His waist shall be girdled with justice, the heart of his heart shall be love.  

 Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, 

 For the hand of a child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God. 

  

 He’ll come from the end of his heaven, and the earth shall be torn from its place; 

 Our lives shall be filled with his radiance as floodwaters cover the sea.  

 Then the lamb shall lie down with the leopard, and the lion eat straw with the ox, 

 For the hand of a child shall lead them to the peaceable kingdom of God. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 13:11-14 

Because the day is coming, let us wake from our slumber. 

 

 And do this, understanding the present time. The hour has come for you to wake up from your 

slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than when we first believed. The night is nearly over; the 

day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. Let us behave 

decently, as in the daytime, not in orgies and drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, 

not in dissension and jealousy. Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 

about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

 

Verse of the Day 

M:  Alleluia, alleluia. He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” Amen. 

Come, Lord Jesus. Alleluia. 
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Please stand 

 

Gospel Matthew 24:36-44 

Because the day is coming, let us always keep watch. 
 

 “No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. For in the days 

before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 

entered the ark; and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all 

away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. Two men will be in the field; one will be 

taken and the other left. Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other 

left. 

 “Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. But 

understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he 

would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. So you also must be ready, 

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (Sunday) Wake, Awake 

Adult Choir arranged by J. S. Bach  

 

 “Wake, awake, for night is flying,” the watchmen on the heights are crying; 

 “Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” 

 Midnight hears the welcome voices and at the thrilling cry rejoices; 

 “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise? 

 The bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Alleluia! 

 With bridal care yourselves prepare to meet the bridegroom who is near.” 

 

 Zion hears the watchmen singing, and in her heart new joy is springing. 

 She wakes, she rises from her gloom. 

 For her Lord comes down all glorious, the strong in grace, in truth victorious; 

 Her star is ris’n, her light is come. 

 Now come, O Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son. Hail! Hosanna! 

 We enter all the wedding hall to eat the supper at thy call.  
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 Now let all the heav’ns adore thee, let saints and angels sing before thee 

 With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. 

 Of one pearl each shining portal, where, joining with the choir immortal, 

 We gather round thy radiant throne. 

 No eye has seen that light, no ear has heard the might of your glory; 

 Therefore will we eternally sing hymns of praise and joy to thee. 

 

Hymn of the Day Savior of the Nations, Come 

Christian Worship 2 

 

Sermon Matthew 24:36-44 

Stay Ready 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  

   true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  

  Through him all things were made.  

  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

  He suffered death and was buried.  

  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

   and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

   who has spoken through the prophets.  

  We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.  

  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.  
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Be seated 

 

Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 The minister says the Prayer of the Church. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 

 

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those living 

in darkness and in the shadow of death. 

  

 Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 

his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory forever and ever.  
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

 The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

 

 

 

Be seated  
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To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 19 of the service folder. 

 

Distribution Hymns The King Shall Come 

 Christian Worship 25 

 

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (see pg. 18) 

Christian Worship Supplement 771 

 

I Come, O Savior, To Your Table 

Christian Worship 310 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Hosanna to the Coming Lord (stanzas 1 & 4) 

Christian Worship 21 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 

 

 

 

The First Advent Candle: The Prophecy Candle announces the waiting period that 

anticipates Christmas and honors those who first spoke the promise of the Christ Child.   

Their words sparked hope in the hearts of the faithful.  
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Readings for the Week of Advent 1 

M 2 Corinthians 1:15-22 Habakkuk 2:1-4 

T Micah 2:1, 2, 9, 12, 13 Colossians 1:9-14 

W 2 Samuel 7:4-9, 11-14a, 16 Genesis 49:8-10 

R Isaiah 64:1-3 Numbers 24: 15-18 

F Hebrews 10:19-25 John 18:33-37 

S Revelation 22:12-14, 16, 17, 20, 21 Zephaniah 3:14-17 



pg. 18 

 

Serving at Worship 

 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Dr. William Braun, organ (Saturday) 

 Mandy Treder, organ (Sunday) 

 Hannah Braun, violin 

 Paula Rauth, flute 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun  

 

Communion Assistants Mark Meissner, Larry Totsky, Dan Schmal (8:00 a.m.) 

Mike Swenson, Brian Treichel, Christian Willick (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Greeters Mark & Christine Rindfleisch, John & Carol Stearns (8:00 a.m.) 

 Ron & Judy Felsing, Lorna Leyrer, Holly Curtis, Christian Willick (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Michael Schneider (Saturday); Mark Meissner (8:00 a.m.); Matt Bahr (10:30 a.m.) 

 

AV Operators Lyle Haferman (8:00 a.m.); Brian Cleary (10:30 a.m.) 

 

Worship Notes 
 

• The flowers are placed by Pete and Lorrie Hansen in celebration of their 40th wedding 

anniversary and by Michael and Pamela Skocir in celebration of the birth of their daughter, 

Abigail Grace. 

 

In Our Prayers 
 

• Zachary Todor, Janice Hansen, and Don Hackbarth, who remain hospitalized. 
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Parents’ Preview for December 8 

 

The Parents’ Preview highlights an aspect of next week’s service: a liturgical song, a Psalm refrain,  

or a hymn stanza. Our hope and prayer is that parents will teach this portion of the service to their 

children at home during the week so that children can participate more fully in the worship service.  

 

Psalm 14 Refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Prayer for Before Communion 

 

Heavenly Father, through this sacrament you invite me to receive your Son’s body and blood. I thank 

you for this gift of grace and for your forgiveness given here. Lead me to your altar with a humble and 

repentant heart. Strengthen me with your presence through the communion present in this meal. Amen. 

 

Personal Prayer for After Communion 

 

Loving Father, I thank you for feeding me at the supper of your Son. Sustain me  

with your Spirit, that I may serve you here on earth until my joy is complete in heaven 

and I share with all the saints in the wedding supper of the Lamb. Amen.  



 


